I £ just 24 hours to go to your
Big Day and you're more stressed
out than you've ever been before.
‘The cake you ordered from the
local bakery didn't turn out the
way you wanted it to, the lady
Jrom the clb whos doing the
flowers bought

After all, who better to
recommend the best jewellers,
venues, photographers, couriers,
hairstylists, make-up artists and
honeymoon spots than other
brides who're just as discerning
as you are?

of peach, the DJ your cousin
recommended hasn't arrived to
set up at the reception venue, and
the dressmaker down the road is
still putting the finishing touches
1o your dress, which should have
been finished ages ago. This is
the last thing you imagined when
you started planning your
wedding - and you're miserable.

Sadly, too many brides go
through this kind of
experience, making

what should be

the most
memorable
event of their
lives not only
very stressful to
organise, but
also a huge
disappointment.

“No bride deserves to be let down
on her wedding day,” says
Alysson Watt, the Managing
Director of the South African
Bridal Industry Academy. “That's
why we smrled SABIA two years.
g0 - to provide a centralised
Btabase of aceredited qualty
suppliers who are rated by bridal
couples themselves.”

“With weddings costing

an average of R80 000,

bridal couples want and
deserve the very best”
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Make planning your wedding and

“That's what makes these awards
different,” says Alysson. “As the
winners are not only nominated
by brides, but also receive their
awards based on their votes,
future brides can be assured that
the Brides’ Choice Awards are the
best possible reflection of
excellence in
wedding services
industry;

but can she give your wedding
dress that professional touch?

“The problem s that the wedding
services industry is very
 says Al

“ future brides can be

moon as easy as saying “I do”

up-to-date with industry
information, and provides
standardised quality management
criteria which enable couples to
compare apples with apples.

“Being a member creates an
image too. It demonstrates to new
and pot lenual  clients that
you're not just a
csteetbusiness,

ut one that is

this year’s  assured that the Brides’ accredited by
clegym Brides’ ClwiceAwurdx are thebest  SABIA - based
Chy rd ossible reflection of  on theirstringent
Ealf;erelmﬁv excellence in the wedding dd dl,,' ty
eld at The standards”
Vineyard Hotel & services industry >

Spa, on 19 August
2010, L Designs, a Port

there’s often’ no way of
guaranteeing the supplier you

ose will deliver what you want
~'to budget and on time”

SABIA set out to address
problem and, after two
uth

‘Airicas leading
it heb o
couples an,
suppliers alike.
Its mission is
simple: to ensure

their dreams, nothing le
to make that even easier, the
academy has also just re-launched
its prestigious Brides' Choice
Awards (previously the VOW
Awards), which recognise the
very best wedding service
suppliers in the country,
nominated and voted for
exclusively by brides and their
new husbands.

studio run by fashion whizz
Léandra Fourie received the
highest overall rating, an
incredible 99.87%. L Designs was
again, the proud recipient of the
National Prize for Couture
Wedding Gowns, and Léandra
was not only delighted to receive
the top award, but says being a
SABIA member has been a
fantastic boost for her business.

“I had an unusual phone call a
few days ago from a designer in
the Pretoria area,” she says. “She
yras phoning to ask me what

being a member of SABIA had
done for my business.

“L Designs has been a member

Seeptical about the potential
benefits at first. But I was soon
converted. From a supplier’s
point of view, its the ultimate
showcase. SABIA also interacts
with members regularly, keeps us

Andreas Hauke of

Hauke Digital Production,

the winner of the national award

for videography both last year

this year, also says there

are many benefits to being a

SABIA Brides' Choice Award
winner.

ot only has winning the avard
increas xposure, but
we recently st e
ride-t-be who ives n the UK
5. “When we asked her how
she had heard of us,she said he
was contacting past Award
winners to give her quotes for her
upcoming wedding and, once
sheldseen some o our work she
booked us immediately. We're
delighted that, by being a SABIA
award winner, we're reachin
both local and international
audiences.

From the bride-to-be’s point of
view, choosing a SABIA member
and a Brides' Choice Award
winner as a supplier offers both
the guarantee of excellence and
peace of min

The academy’s web site also
provides useful tools like a
planning list, a run-down on
wedding etiquette and traditions,
useful tips and check lists, and
even some of the best romantic
poetry a bride could dream of.

“We got engaged on New Year's
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‘married in Octo

suburb of
we're getting
T,

“People just don't reaise how

much goes into planning 2
wedding, but the SABIA st has

been an invaluable resource for
us”

She and husband o he Rob were

“our mission is simple :
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moon
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oneymoon.
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“With weddings costing an

average of R80,000, bridal couples

want and deserve the very best,”

says Alysson Watt, “and at SABIA

it’s our mission to sce that they
tit”
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about SABIA visit: www.sabia.co.za Tel: 0861 000 380 Email: info@sabia.co.za 1

SABIA Head Office: Shop 23, First Floor, Lyndhurst Place, Johannesburg Road, Lyndhurst, Ihb‘




